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LEGAL AID SOCIETY NAMES SADIQA REYNOLDS 2020  
BROWN-FORMAN SPIRIT OF JUSTICE AWARD RECIPIENT  

Reynolds will be honored on WAVE Country with Dawne Gee at 2 PM on October 28 
as part of Pro Bono Week Celebration 

 
Louisville, KY (October 21, 2020) — Legal Aid Society will honor Sadiqa Reynolds, President and 
CEO of Louisville Urban League and longtime advocate for equal justice, with the sixth annual 
Brown-Forman Spirit of Justice Award Wednesday, October 28, on WAVE 3’s WAVE Country. 
 
The Brown-Forman Spirit of Justice Award is given annually to a member of the community who 
demonstrates deep dedication to upholding the principles of equal justice.  Past recipients include 
Edward S. and Cornelia Bonnie, R. James Straus, the Honorable Boyce F. Martin III, Stephen Reily, 
and Martha Hasselbacher. Though the award ceremony traditionally takes place at Legal Aid 
Society’s annual Brush Bottle & Barrel of the Bluegrass fundraiser, this year’s event was canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, the award will be presented during an appearance on 
WAVE 3’s WAVE Country with Dawne Gee as part of Legal Aid Society’s October 23 – October 30 
Pro Bono Week Celebration. 
 
“In the midst of what has been a strange and challenging year, Legal Aid Society is pleased to 
announce some good news that highlights those who continue to deliver excellent service for our 
community. It is our honor to recognize Sadiqa Reynolds by presenting her with the 2020 Brown 
Forman Spirit of Justice award,” said Kendrick Riggs, Chair of Legal Aid Society’s Board of Directors 
and a member of Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC. “Sadiqa has dedicated her career to the service of 
others and through the Louisville Urban League is committed to fighting for jobs, justice, education, 
health and housing for those most in need. She is an inspiration to all of us at Legal Aid Society.”  
 
“If you have built your life work around giving voice to the last, the least and the lost, there is no 
greater honor than recognition an organization that pursues justice for those who have run out of 
options and sometimes even hope,” said Reynolds. “The goal is not to continue preventing those 
who need us from falling through the cracks, but instead, to close the cracks. If we lived in a just 
world, we would need no Legal Aid Society to serve the poor, and we would certainly need no 
Urban League, but until then, we will continue to partner in the fight for equal access and equal 
justice for all. We honor each other not because it is required but to remind ourselves that we are 
not now, nor have we ever been, in this alone. I am humbled by the recognition and even more 
inspired to fight. I hope that you are, too!” 
 
“It is an honor to recognize Sadiqa Reynolds for her devotion and service to the community,” says 
Neva Scott, Executive Director of the Legal Aid Society.  “Sadiqa is a zealous advocate leaving no 
stone unturned and knowing no limit to her compassion for others when seeking truth and 
justice.  She is the epitome of the values that underlie the Brown Forman Spirit of Justice 



Award.  Fighting for justice, caring for neighbors far and near, and ensuring that no one is left 
behind are hallmarks of Sadiqa’s work and career.  In her footsteps are the paths that we all can 
follow, ensuring that we, too, are always seeking what is right and good in our community.  We are 
grateful for the many ways that Sadiqa and the Urban League of Louisville partner with the Legal 
Aid Society in order to best serve our community.”   
 
 
 
 
ABOUT SADIQA REYNOLDS 
 
Sadiqa Reynolds is the President and CEO of Louisville Urban League. Her appointment made her 
the first woman to hold this title in the affiliate’s 95-year history. She has previously served as Chief 
for Community Building in the Office of the Mayor where she oversaw approximately 1500 
employees. Sadiqa serves on several boards including Fund for the Arts, the Louisville Chamber, 
WAVE3 Editorial Board, WDRD Advisory Board and is a Director for the Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis. 
 
She has served as District Judge for the 30th Judicial Court. She was also the first African 
American woman to clerk for the Kentucky Supreme Court when she served as Chief Law Clerk for 
the late Chief Justice Robert F. Stephens. Her life as a public servant also includes being the first 
African American to serve as Inspector General for the Commonwealth of Kentucky Services. 
 
Prior to entering the public sector, Sadiqa owned and managed her private legal practice. Her 
practice included criminal litigation, employment law, death penalty litigation and serving as 
Guardian Ad Litem representing abused, neglected and dependent children as well as arguing 
successfully before the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals. She has also been recognized by the Louisville 
Bar Association for providing pro bono hours in which she represented domestic violence victims 
and other disadvantaged citizens. 
 
Sadiqa earned her BA in Psychology from the University of Louisville and her law degree from the 
University of Kentucky. She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and Bates Memorial 
Baptist Church. 
 
She is an advocate for mental health awareness and received the 2017 Community Leader of the 
Year Award from the National Alliance on Mental Illness because of her work to reduce the stigma 
around mental health. She is also a proponent for Restorative Justice and participated in campaigns 
to end child abuse. 
 
Under her leadership, the Louisville Urban League is committed to jobs, justice, education, 
health and housing. She has been featured on CNN’s Headline News for the Louisville Urban 
League’s work on the State of Black Louisville and been a guest on FOX News as well as the 
national Funky Politics podcast. 
 



Sadiqa is a much sought-after speaker who has been recognized as a Business First Enterprising 
Woman to Watch and a Woman of Influence. She has been honored with a Tower Award, a Torch 
of Wisdom and named a Daughter of Greatness by the Muhammad Ali Center. She’s received the 
Fannie Lou Hamer award, for her commitment to justice and in 2016 was recognized as 
BizWomen’s Business Journal top 100 women to watch nationally. She was also recognized for her 
housing advocacy work by the Mortgage Bankers Association and in 2017 was recognized as 
Louisville’s Communicator of the Year. Just this year she was honored to be named a recipient of 
the Gertrude E. Rush Award by the National Bar Association. 
 
She has been featured on public radio, television and numerous print media outlets including the 
NY Times. She has two beautiful daughters Sydney, 8th grade and Wynter, 6th grade, both being 
educated in public schools. Sadiqa has received two honorary Doctorates, one from Spalding 
University and the other from Simmons College of Kentucky. Sadiqa Reynolds was the 2017 
Louisville Magazine Person of Year and a 2018 National Urban League Woman of Power. 
 
ABOUT LEGAL AID SOCIETY 
 
The Legal Aid Society is a non-profit organization that provides civil legal assistance to families and 
individuals in poverty in 15 counties in Kentucky.  It is the only organization in Louisville and the 
surrounding counties that provides civil legal services free of charge and, founded in 1921, is one of 
the country’s oldest legal aid providers. Clients turn to Legal Aid for civil legal problems that 
threaten their physical and economic well-being.  Those assisted include the elderly, children, 
victims of domestic violence, and other vulnerable groups.  Last year, the Legal Aid Society helped 
over 4,000 people who had nowhere else to turn.  


